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PRESENTER PROFILES

Scott A. Armstrong, MD, PhD,  
Faculty Co-Chair 
Chair, Department of Pediatric Oncology 
David G. Nathan Professor of Pediatrics,  
Harvard Medical School

Scott A. Armstrong, MD, PhD, and his research group have 
made seminal discoveries into the relationship between normal 
hematopoietic stem cells and leukemia and identified specific 

epigenetic mechanisms as therapeutic opportunities. This work has led to the development 
of several new classes of therapeutic agents that target epigenetic mechanisms, with many 
already being tested in clinical trials for both children and adults.

Dr. Armstrong obtained his Doctor of Medicine and Doctor of Philosophy from the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical School. He completed an internship and residency at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and clinical and research fellowships at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
under the direction of Dr. Stanley Korsmeyer. He then began his independent research career 
at Boston Children’s Hospital and Dana-Farber as a faculty member and attending physician 
in pediatric oncology. From 2012 to 2016 he was the Director of the Center for Epigenetics 
Research and Vice Chair of Pediatrics at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York, 
N.Y., before returning to Dana-Farber.
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PRESENTER PROFILES

Lisa R. Diller, MD, Faculty Co-Chair 
Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs 
Chief Medical Officer, Pediatric Oncology Clinical Director, 
Pediatric Oncology 
Founder and Medical Director, David B. Perini Jr.  
Quality of Life Clinic

Lisa R. Diller, MD, conducts research focused on the late effects of 
treatment for childhood cancer and genetic cancer predisposition 

syndromes in childhood, and her clinical work focuses on pediatric solid tumors.

As the newly-appointed Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs, Dr. Diller will represent pediatrics in the 
development and implementation of Dana- Farber’s strategic plan. She will have a particular 
focus on the development of novel collaborative, cross-departmental clinical programs at 
the Institute. Dr. Diller represents Pediatric Oncology on Dr. Laurie H. Glimcher’s Executive 
Leadership Team. 

Dr. Diller is recognized globally for her contributions to the areas of survivorship and pediatric 
oncology. She has worked to reduce the incidence and severity of secondary cancers in young 
adults who received therapy for cancer as children. She is improving techniques for screening 
childhood cancer survivors for later-developing tumors. She recently completed a year as the 
Lillian Gollay Knafel Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, where she developed 
new research in newborn screening for cancer risk. Dr. Diller is the author or co-author of over 
140 publications, which deal with improving the lives of children with cancer through changes 
in therapy or in follow-up. She has a clinical practice in the Jimmy Fund Clinic and works in the 
inpatient clinics at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Diller received a bachelor’s degree from Harvard University and earned her Doctor 
of Medicine from the University of California at San Diego. She was a resident at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and completed her subspecialty training at Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s, 
where she has been a member of the faculty for over 30 years.
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PRESENTER PROFILES

Mariella Gruber Filbin, MD, PhD 
Pediatric Neuro-Oncologist 
Principal Investigator 
Assistant Professor in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School

Mariella G. Filbin, MD, PhD, conducts research focused on pediatric 
brain tumors, particularly the high-grade gliomas and malignant 
embryonal brain tumors that are in greatest need of therapeutic 
improvements. In her studies, she is combining single-cell genetics 

and transcriptomics with gene editing, epigenetic, stem cell, and pharmacologic methods 
to identify networks underlying tumorigenesis, with the goal of establishing new druggable 
targets.

Dr. Filbin has been recognized with many honors and awards, including career awards from 
the Burroughs Wellcome Fund, National Cancer Institute, Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, 
and Austrian Academy of Science. She also received teaching awards from Harvard Medical 
School. She serves on the Scientific Board of the Pacific Neuro-Oncology Consortium and the 
Children’s Oncology Group High Grade Glioma section, and is also a co-leader of the Academy 
of Basic and Translational Investigation at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Filbin completed her initial Doctor of Medicine and Doctor of Philosophy in Vienna, Austria, 
before completing her pediatrics residency at Boston Children’s Hospital and Boston Medical 
Center, and her subspecialty fellowship training in pediatric hematology/oncology at Dana-
Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. She trained in the laboratories 
of Rosalind Segal, MD, PhD, at Dana-Farber; Todd Golub, MD, at Dana-Farber and the Broad 
Institute; and Mario Suva, MD, PhD, at Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Filbin recently 
established her own laboratory at Dana-Farber.
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Jennifer W. Mack, MD, MPH 
Pediatric Oncologist 
Associate Chief, Population Sciences for Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology 
Co-Director, Population Sciences, Boston Children’s 
Hospital  
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School

Jennifer Mack, MD, MPH, conducts research on parent-physician 
and patient-physician communication, health care equity and quality, and palliative care. She 
also sees patients as a pediatric oncologist, with a particular focus on patients with solid 
tumors.

Dr. Mack received her medical degree from Harvard Medical School 1998. She subsequently 
completed her residency in Pediatrics and her fellowship in Pediatric Hematology Oncology at 
Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. In 2005, Dr. Mack received 
her Master of Public Health from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.
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David G. Nathan, MD 
President Emeritus 
Physician in Chief Emeritus, Boston Children’s Hospital 
Robert A Stranahan Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics, 
Harvard Medical School 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School

David G. Nathan, MD, conducts research focused on the inherited 
disorders of red cells and granulocytes and particularly on 

thalassemia and sickle cell anemia. His contributions include the introduction of effective 
treatment of iron overload and of hydroxyurea, the only FDA approved drug for prevention 
of the symptoms of sickle cell anemia. He has been instrumental in the development of the 
prenatal diagnosis of the hemoglobinopathies. He has trained over 100 hematologists, many 
of whom hold leading positions in pediatrics and internal medicine.  His textbook entitled 
Hematology of Infancy and Childhood is the leading text in the field. He is the author of two 
popular books: Genes Blood and Courage published by the Harvard University Press in 1995, 
and The Cancer Treatment Revolution published by John Wiley and Sons in March 2007. 

A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Medical School, Dr. Nathan was an intern and 
senior resident in medicine at the then Peter Bent Brigham Hospital and a Clinical Associate 
at the National Cancer Institute. He later became a hematologist at the Peter Bent Brigham 
Hospital and was promoted to Chief of the Division of Hematology and Oncology at Dana-
Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. Subsequently, he became 
Physician-in-Chief of Boston Children’s Hospital and later served as President of Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute until 2000.

Dr. Nathan is a member of the American Society for Clinical Investigation, the Association of 
American Physicians, the American Pediatric Society, the Institute of Medicine, the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American Philosophical Society.  
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Allison O’Neill, MD 
Pediatric Oncologist 
Clinical Director, Solid Tumor Program 
Medical Director, Liver Tumor Center of Excellence 
Assistant Professor in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School

Allison O’Neill, MD, is responsible for oversight of the clinical 
care of solid tumor patients as well as coordination of clinical 
research efforts focused on advancing the care of patients across 

diagnoses. She works with bench scientists to facilitate translational research opportunities 
and is actively engaged in the development of immunotherapeutic treatment options for 
pediatric solid tumor patients. Her research focuses on antibody-based diagnostic tools and 
immunotherapy, specifically for Ewing sarcoma, but also applicable to other pediatric solid 
tumor diagnoses. 

While her clinical expertise is in caring for patients with all types of solid tumors, Dr. O’Neill 
also recently received approval to launch a Liver Tumor Center of Excellence focused on 
establishing a multi-disciplinary group of clinicians, research scientists, and interventionalists 
engaged in improving the outcomes of pediatric patients with liver tumors. Through her work 
in the Children’s Oncology Group and the Society of International Pediatric Oncology, she has 
formed broad collaborations with a network of physicians and scientists focused on a united 
goal to improve the treatment of these rare diseases and has authored multi-institutional 
clinical trials geared towards this patient population. 

Dr. O’Neill received a bachelor’s degree from Yale University and earned her Doctor of 
Medicine from Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She was a resident in pediatrics at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and completed her fellowship at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.  
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Andrew E. Place, MD, PhD 
Pediatric Oncologist 
Clinical Director, Pediatric Hematologic  
Malignancies Center

Andrew Place, MD, PhD, specializes in the treatment of childhood 
leukemia and lymphoma. Dr. Place is a clinical investigator studying 
novel targeted therapies in relapsed acute leukemia and is currently 
Chair of several multi-institutional early phase clinical trials.

He is a nationally recognized clinical trialist in pediatric oncology and serves on leadership 
committees of several large consortia including the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute/Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia Consortium, the Therapeutic Advances in Childhood Leukemia 
Consortium and the Children’s Oncology Group. Dr. Place is also the Chief Medical Officer of 
the Institutional Centers for Clinical and Translational Research at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Place earned his Doctor of Medicine and Doctor of Philosophy at Dartmouth College, prior 
to completing his Pediatric Residency and Pediatric Hematology/Oncology fellowship at Dana-
Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. Dr. Place joined the Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology faculty in 2012. 
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Lewis Silverman, MD, Faculty Co-chair 
Director of Clinical Research and Clinical Care,  
Pediatric Oncology 
Principal Investigator, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute/Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) Consortium  
Associate Chief, Pediatric Oncology, Pediatrics,  
Boston Children’s Hospital 
Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School

Lewis Silverman, MD, was appointed the Director of Clinical Research and Clinical Care in the 
Department of Pediatric Oncology in 2018. In this role, he oversees the pediatric cancer clinical 
program at Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center and provides 
oversight and direction for clinical research in Pediatric Oncology.

Dr. Silverman was previously the inaugural Director of the Hematologic Malignancy program 
in the joint Dana Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center, a role he held 
since 2010. He is a world-renowned clinical researcher focused on childhood leukemia. 
Under his direction, the Hematologic Malignancy Program’s clinical research enterprise grew 
dramatically with numerous trials now open for children with newly diagnosed or relapsed 
leukemia and lymphoma. Lewis has also previously served as Medical Director of the Jimmy 
Fund Clinic at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and the Inpatient Oncology Medical Director 
at Boston Children’s Hospital.  Since 2000, Lewis has led the Dana-Farber Childhood Acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) consortium, a DFCI-led clinical trials group initiated in 1981 by Dr. 
Stephen Sallan. Under Lewis’ leadership, this consortium has conducted multiple high-impact, 
randomized clinical trials aimed at improving cure rates and reducing treatment-related 
toxicities in children and adolescents with ALL. 

Dr. Silverman received his Doctor of Medicine from Harvard Medical School and training in 
pediatrics at Boston Children’s Hospital. He subsequently completed a fellowship in pediatric 
hematology-oncology at Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center.
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Katherine E. Warren, MD 
Clinical Director, Stop & Shop Family Pediatric  
Brain Tumor Program, Pediatric Neuro-Oncology

Katherine E. Warren, MD, is an internationally recognized expert 
in pediatric Neuro-Oncology.  She is a newly appointed Clinical 
Director of the Stop & Shop Family Pediatric Brain Tumor Program 
in the Department of Pediatric Oncology and previously Senior 
Investigator and head of the Neuro-Oncology Section in the 

Pediatric Oncology branch of the National Cancer Institute where she has worked for more 
than 25 years. Her major focus is developing new therapeutics to improve the outcome and 
quality of life for children with CNS tumors. Her work focuses on rational, pharmacokinetic-
based drug development for children with brain tumors, and she is a leading innovator in 
developing new means of drug delivery. Her clinical trials have led the field in exploring new 
approaches for the treatment of children with these diseases. Dr. Warren has extensive 
experience in pharmacology, neuro-imaging, and clinical trial design and incorporates each 
of these into her research. She has led a number of clinical trials, including single institution, 
multi-institution, national consortium and international trials.    

Dr. Warren currently serves as the chair of RAPNO (Response Assessment in Pediatric Neuro-
Oncology), a member of the NCI Brain Malignancy Steering Committee, NCI Clinical Trials 
and Translational Research Advisory Committee Ad hoc Working Group on Glioblastoma, is 
a steering committee member for the DIPG Registry and actively participates in the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Consortium. She has served on numerous national and international scientific 
committees and advisory boards.


